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Introduction
The North Far North Careers Toolkit helps high school educators and 
counselors bring career exploration into the classroom in meaningful, 
engaging ways. Grounded in the regional labor market and aligned with 
community college pathways, the toolkit connects students to the North 
Far North Careers website as a central resource. By using the lessons 
and activities in this toolkit, educators and counselors can guide students 
through a structured exploration of their interests, industries, and future 
opportunities while building the confidence and knowledge needed to make 
informed decisions about their postsecondary paths.

This resource is more than a set of lesson plans—it is a framework for 
empowering students to see the relevance of their education, understand 
the wide range of options available to them, and begin shaping a vision for 
their future. The toolkit provides a consistent way for educators to introduce 
career concepts, spark curiosity, and strengthen the connection between 
students’ aspirations and the real opportunities in their region.
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How to Use the Toolkit
The North Far North Careers Toolkit is designed to empower high school 
educators and counselors in guiding students through career exploration 
and planning. It includes four comprehensive lesson plans tailored to each 
grade level in high school—9 through 12. The lesson plans use a gradual 
release of responsibility approach in which students increasingly take the 
lead from one grade to the next in making decisions about their career 
and education plans. In each lesson, students work on their online Career 
Exploration Planning Tool. They add to this tool each year, resulting in a 
possible postsecondary plan for themselves by grade 12.

The toolkit leverages the North Far North Careers website as a valuable resource. The website provides 
updated information about regional industries in the North and Far North; career and technical education 
(CTE) programs offered at regional community colleges; and connections between earnings, labor market 
needs, and postsecondary education or training.

Lessons for Grades 9–12

•	 In the first lesson plan, Grade 9 students are 
introduced to the concept of identifying their 
personality traits using an online career interest 
survey and matching their strengths and 
preferences to possible careers. 

•	 As students advance to Grade 10, they learn to 
connect their interests with specific industries 
and careers, enhancing their awareness of 
high-demand jobs and corresponding wage 
potentials. 

•	 The Grade 11 lesson plan focuses on 
postsecondary education and training options 
after high school, exposing students to 
the variety of pathways available and how 
community colleges can play a significant role 
in career development. 

•	 For seniors, the Grade 12 lesson plan 
emphasizes pulling together all the career 
exploration experiences and creating 
personalized postsecondary plans.

Because some students may first be introduced to these lessons in grades 10, 11, and 12—especially during 
the launch year of the toolkit—those students will miss foundational information introduced in the grade 9 
lesson. Thus, a fifth modified lesson plan is offered to educators and counselors to help students in grades 
10–12 catch up on the content.

The Scope of Student Learning Objectives (located in the next section) provides an overview of student 
learning objectives for each grade-level lesson. To understand how each lesson is aligned to state standards, 
please reference the table Alignment to California College and Career Readiness Standards in the Appendix.
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Lesson Plan Components

Each lesson plan includes the following pre-lesson information: short description of the lesson, 
student learning objectives, approximate duration of lesson, materials, and preparation (if needed). 
All resources—grade-level slide decks, sorting cards, and the Career Exploration Planning Tool—
are hyperlinked, producing a new copy of the resource that educators and counselors can choose 
to modify and download.

Each lesson plan is organized into two columns:

Activities: The left column provides detailed, step-
by-step instructions on how to carry out the lesson’s 
activities.

Talking Points: The corresponding right column 
provides a script with suggested talking points. The 
talking points were developed for educators new to 
career development; educators experienced with the 
content should feel free to modify the talking points 
to make them their own. 

Throughout this toolkit, educators will find scaffolded, interactive activities and access to digital resources 
that support student engagement and career readiness. By using the structured approach outlined in each 
lesson plan, educators and counselors can help students progressively build a solid foundation for making 
informed decisions about their future career paths.

Note: Facilitating a lesson may require toggling between a prepared slide deck and the North Far North 
Careers website.
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Scope of Student  
Learning Objectives
Grade

Grade

Grade

Grade

Exploring My Career Interests
Students will ...

•	 Discover their own career interests and connect to possible career areas
•	 Learn that building a career identity is an iterative (and lifetime) process
•	 Become familiar with the North Far North Careers website as a resource

Connecting My Interests to Industries and Careers
Students will ...

•	 Learn about different occupations and salaries within an industry on the 
North Far North Careers website

•	 Build awareness of high-demand careers and higher wage salaries 
•	 Strengthen connections between career interests and career areas

Pulling It All Together With a Plan
Students will ...

•	 Increase awareness of relationships between earnings, industries, and 
postsecondary education/training

•	 Expand understanding of industries of interest and CTE programs offered 
at community colleges using the North Far North Careers website

•	 Draft two informal postsecondary college and career plans based on 
career traits and interests, career goals, and education goals

Examining Options After High School
Students will ...

•	 Realize the multiple education and training options after high school 
that can help them attain career goals; learn about the role community 
colleges can play

•	 Navigate the North Far North Careers website proficiently and recognize 
the relationships between postsecondary education/training and wages 
in different industries

•	 Deepen understanding about types of community college awards (e.g., 
certificates, degrees), required CTE units, and postsecondary education 
requirements needed for careers

9

10

12

11



Classroom 
Lesson Plans



6

G
RA

D
E 

9 
LE

SS
O

N
To

ol
ki

t f
or

 E
du

ca
to

rs
 a

nd
 C

ou
ns

el
or

s 
| L

es
so

n 
Pl

an
s 

an
d 

Re
so

ur
ce

s 
to

 S
up

po
rt 

St
ud

en
t C

ar
ee

r E
xp

lo
ra

tio
n 

| G
ra

de
s 

9–
12

Lesson Description
Students identify their career interests using the student-friendly, online interest survey embedded in the 
North Far North Careers website. Students save their “RIASEC” results—which are based on the Holland Code 
personality types: Realistic (R), Investigative (I), Artistic (A), Social (S), Enterprising (E), and Conventional 
(C)—about their career preferences and personality traits to an online career portfolio (stored in a digital 
folder such as Google Drive) so they can access their information at any time. Students are introduced to the 
North Far North Careers website as a resource, learning about K–12 pathways in their district and exploring 
career areas relevant to the career interests they just identified. Students complete an assignment that 
reflects on their top three RIASEC scores, career areas of interest, postsecondary plans, and careers they 
want to learn more about.

Duration: 50 minutes

Student Learning Objectives
•	 Students discover their career interests and connect them to possible career areas.
•	 Students learn that building a career identity is an iterative process.
•	 Students become familiar with the North Far North Careers website as a resource.

Materials
•	 Laptops 
•	 Projector
•	 Grade 9 slide deck [https://tinyurl.com/NFNCareersGr9ppt]
•	 Online access to Career Exploration Planning Tool (Google Doc) [https://tinyurl.com/2h23rf7u] 

Preparation
•	 Confirm in advance that students can access the following websites:

	» North Far North Careers [https://northstatecareers.org/]
	» CareerOneStop [https://www.careeronestop.org/Videos/CareerVideos/career-videos.aspx]
	» Google Drive

•	 Familiarize yourself with these resources: North Far North Careers website, CareerOneStop website, and 
the Career Exploration Planning Tool.

Grade 9: 
Exploring My Career Interests

http://northstatecareers.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14fmNSC7x_S_kmwFkbvN8BL8fSNy_eTpQ/copy
https://tinyurl.com/NFNCareersGr9ppt
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tG8D6inz4NfMYX9frGAZBmRS7iUI7KRheEY2hfHwE1o/copy
https://tinyurl.com/2h23rf7u
https://northstatecareers.org/
https://northstatecareers.org/
https://www.careeronestop.org/Videos/CareerVideos/career-videos.aspx
https://www.careeronestop.org/Videos/CareerVideos/career-videos.aspx



